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If he and fellow Republicans retain control 
of the House in Tuesday’s elections, Newt 
Gingrich (R-Ga.) will be asking for their 
votes in the speaker’s race later this month 
with a cloud still hanging over his tenure. 
The prospect may be an unpleasant one for 
GOP freshmen or members who win by nar- 
row margins. 

Gingrich, whose two-year stewardship as 
speaker of the House has been marred by a 
long-running ethical imbroglio, is about to 
enter the most vexing and politically treach- 
erous phase of an investigation into the parti- 
san machinery that helped propel him to high 
office. 

Within the next few weeks, members of 
the House ethics committee will decide 
whether to present formal charges of mis- 
conduct against Gingrich, who has steadfast- 
ly denied any ethical breach in the face of 
more than 70 complaints of wrongdoing, 
most lodged by Democrats. 

The 10-member House Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct, split evenly by 
party, lurched along for more than a year un- 
til the appointment of a special investigative 
counsel last summer and recently took what 
for Gingrich was an ominous turn when it ex- 
panded the counsel’s mission and questioned 
whether the speaker had lied about an im- 
portant aspect of the case. 

In public, Gingrich has sought to project a 
sense of calm about the inquiry, saying he 
will wait patiently for it to yun its course in 
the weeks ahead. “I can hardly be con- 
cerned,” he said in a recent interview. 

But the ethics case has been an issue in his 
reelection fight against Michael Coles (D), a 
millionaire cookie magnate, and members of 
Gingrich’s inner circle say he is privately in- 
furiated by the recent turn of events on the 
eve of House elections. Even though the 
speaker still is generally favored to win re- 
election in his suburban Atlanta district, he 
has expressed frustration about the “enrag- 
ing” ways of scandal-mongering in Washing- 
ton. 

'This is an effort to destroy me by exhaus- 
tion,” he said in a recent conversation about 
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grich said. “Now I think people in my district 
figure I’ll be speaker of the House and that’s 
the key factor people have to weigh.” 

In widening the scope of the investigation 
by counsel James M. Cole, the committee re- 
turned to ethical problems that have long 
haunted Gingrich: GOPAC, the political ac- 
tion committee that helped build the new Re- 
publican majority in the House; his nonprofit, 
tax-exempt foundations that critics say were 
little more than vacuum cleaners that sucked 
up political money from around the country; 
and college courses Gingrich taught in the 
early 1990s at small Georgia colleges. 

To his Democratic critics, those were the 
building blocks of “Newt Inc.,” a sprawling 
national network that Gingrich manipulated 
to elect a broad, new cadre of GOP politi- 
cians and recapture the House. Gingrich de- 
fends the interlocking networks as legitimate 



eluding his expected run for another term as 
speaker. 

At the same time, Cole is expected tb 
have a broad license to root through the ac- 
counting records of GOPAC, documents 
which constitute the Holy Grail for Demo-, 
cratic partisans who have hounded Gingrich- 
on ethics issues. GOPAC officials declined 
comment. 

Investigative records suggest that Cole al- 
ready has cast a wide net, touching on sever- 
al aspects of Gingrich’s political and educa- 
tional worlds. , , • , 

For instance, the subpoena Cole issued 
earlier this year to Timothy Mescon, dean of 
Kennesaw State College where Gingrich 
taught, listed 36 individuals, foundations and 
groups such as GOPAC that had caught 
Cole’s interest. 

The Mescon subpoena also shows that 
Cole sought detailed information on virtually 
every facet of Gingrich’s college course, 
“Renewing American Civilization,” as well as 
the Gingrich-allied Progress and Freedom 
Foundation, which played an instrumental 
role in formulating the course. , , c 

GOPAC has long functioned in a legal gray 
zone of campaign finance law, but its internal 
records suggest officials there were aware of 
laws prohibiting them from engaging in cer- 
tain electoral activities. , - 
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In the interview, Gingrich indicated that 
Cole appeared particularly interested in the 
funding for his “Earning by Learning” pro- 
gram designed to get school children to read 
more, as well as his televised “Renewing 
America” course, a nonprofit venture that 
critics say Gingrich parlayed into a nation- 
wide bestseller that earned more than $1 
million in royalties. 

Gingrich also suggested that Cole has fo- 
cused on the work that Jane Fortson, a staff- 
er at the Progress and Freedom Foundation, 
performed for him as he assumed the speak- 
er’s office and took a visible role in D.C. af- 
fairs. 

“We think one of the widenings is whether 
or not I had somebody working for the city of 
Washington who wasn’t on my official pay- 
roll” and whether “I may have inappropriate- 
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